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Federal 
judge halts 
deportation 
of felons to 


Cambodia 


BY STEPHEN MAGAGNINI 
AND ANITA CHABRIA 


smagagnini@sacbee.com 


A federal judge in Santa Ana 
issued a temporary restraining 
order Thursday preventing the 
Trump administration from 
deporting hundreds of Cambo- 


dian immigrants who have been 


convicted of crimes, including 
at least three men from the 
Sacramento area. 

Over the past few months, an 
unknown number of Cambo- 
dians with felony records, pos- 


sibly as many as 200, have been 


arrested across the country and 
targeted for deportation by the 


federal government. The Trump 


administration has been push- 
ing Cambodia to repatriate 


these former nationals, many of 


whom fled with their families 
when they were small children 
or were born in Thai refugee 
camps. 

There are more than 1,900 
Cambodian nationals living in 
the U.S. who are subject to final 
removal orders, according to 
ICE. Of those, 1,412 have crimi- 
nal convictions that caused 
them to lose legal status. 

The first group of about 50 
individuals was scheduled for 
expulsion on Dec. 18, according 
to court records. U.S. District 
Judge Cormac J. Carney said 
Thursday he was issuing a stay 
of removal until the court “can 
give proper consideration to the 
complex issues presented” by 
attorneys for the Cambodians. 


Holly Cooper of the UC Davis 


Immigration Law Clinic, repre- 
senting long-time Davis resi- 
dent Rottanak Kong, called the 
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STATE 


NEW DEADLINE 
FOR HEALTH CARE 


After a surge of calls, 
Covered California will 
extend its deadline by one 
week, offering sign-ups 
until Dec. 22. 3A 


AUBURN 


WOMAN'S DEATH 
LEAVES QUESTIONS 


Authorities are still trying 
to determine why Yinshan 
Wong wandered barefoot 
into a canyon, where her 
body was found. 1B 


With votes nailed down, 
GOP tax plan speeds ahead 


BY JIM TANKERSLEY 
AND THOMAS KAPLAN 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Republican lawmakers on 
Friday secured enough votes to 
pass the most sweeping tax 
overhaul in decades, putting 
them on the cusp of their first 
significant legislative victory as 
party leaders geared up to pass 
a $1.5 trillion tax cut along 
party lines and send it to Presi- 
dent Donald Trump by Christ- 
mas. 

A day after the bill’s fate 
seemed somewhat in doubt, 
Republican leaders notched 


A 


two wins Friday, when Sen. 
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said he 
would vote yes after winning a 
more generous child tax credit 
in the final bill and Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., who voted 
against the initial Senate bill 
over deficit concerns, said he 
would support the legislation 
despite the cost of the tax cuts. 

The unexpected support from 
Corker, who had opposed the 
initial Senate legislation over 
concerns about its impact on 
the deficit, put the Republicans 
on the 1-yard line in the final 
seconds of the tax bill debate. 
Lawmakers plan to vote on the 
bill next week. 


Marco Rubio Bob Corker 
On Friday, as details 
emerged about the final bill, it 
became clear that the agree- 
ment would provide slightly 
more generous tax breaks to 
low- and middle-income Amer- 
icans by reducing some bene- 
fits for higher earners, one of 
several tweaks intended to 


N 


solve the budget problems for 
the bill’s passage, according to 
people briefed on the final plan. 

Some highlights of the final 
bill were provided in a sum- 
mary obtained Friday by The 
Associated Press. The bill 
would: 

e Set seven tax brackets, 
lowering the top rate from 39.6 
percent to 37 percent. The new 
rates start at 10 percent and 
rise to 12, 22, 24, 32, 35 and 37 
percent. 

Compared to the Senate bill, 
the revised legislation would 
lower some thresholds for enter- 
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AL SEIB LAT 


Debbie Moorman, right, hugs Derek Luna, a Santa Paula school board member, as a motorcade passes carrying the body of Cal Fire 
engineer Cory Iverson, who died Thursday morning while battling the Thomas Fire in steep terrain outside Fillmore. 


December firefighter death 
seen as Cal Fire’s ‘new normal’ 


BY ADAM ASHTON 
aashton@sacbee.com 


his week’s death of a 
state firefighter bat- 
tling a December blaze 
in Ventura County 
underscored a stark message 
from this year’s devastating 
fires: There is no end to fire 
season in California anymore. 
Since 2004, no Cal Fire fire- 
fighter had died on duty after 
October in a calendar year. 
That changed when the so- 


called Thomas Fire on Thurs- 
day overtook San Diego-based 
engineer Cory Iverson, a 32- 
year-old firefighter who left 
behind a pregnant wife and a 
2-year-old daughter. 

His death stunned the de- 
partment not only because it 
lost a veteran firefighter, but 
also because it occurred so late 
in the year. 

“The fire season is no longer 
a season. It’s year round,” said 
Mike Lopez, president of the 
union that represents Cal Fire 
firefighters. “It’s a time of 
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The Thomas Fire remained menacing in its 
Pth day of red flag warnings. 12A 


reflection during this holiday 
season. We’ll keep his family 
and his co-workers in our 
thoughts and prayers.” 
Iverson died fighting a fire 
that has claimed more than 
252,000 acres in Santa Barbara 
and Ventura counties. It’s an- 
other costly catastrophe in a 
fire season that’s on pace to 
become the most expensive 


ever for the state, from the 
deadly fires in Sonoma County 
to this month’s blazes in South- 
ern California. 

Officials from Cal Fire and 
the Brown administration con- 
sider it a “new normal,” with 
the effects of climate change 
contributing to weather ex- 
tremes that keep emergency 
responders busier, longer. 

“The fire season used to be a 
few months in the summer, 
now it’s almost year-long. 
These fires are unprecedented. 
We’ve never seen anything like 
it. Scientists are telling us, ‘This 
is the kind of stuff that’s gonna 
happen.’ And we gotta deal 
with it,” Gov. Jerry Brown said 
in an interview with “60 Min- 
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